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The Role of Palestinian Universities in Fighting Corruption: An Evaluation
Study

Prof. Ayman Yousef, Shorouq el-Hijjawi / Palestine

Abstract

This research seeks to highlight the role of Palestinian universities in the
northern governorates of the West Bank in the fight against corruption in all its forms,
in order to establish a national system of integrity that serves the individual and the
society. Fighting corruption is at the heart of the social responsibility of Palestinian
universities, especially within the context of state-building and institution-building.
This role is in harmony with the other roles of the universities, such as social and
cultural change, local development and service to the nation. The research indicates
that Palestinian universities at present do play a positive role in fighting corruption
but to a certain limit; the radical change required at the level of institutions and
societal culture has not been established yet. The research reviews corruption and its
different forms and types, along with its distinction from integrity theoretically. The
paper also tackles the notion of the university and its functions in the light of
globalization. In particular, its connection to the society and its responsibilities in light
of its orientation towards science, education, modernization and change.

The research defines the role of universities through presenting a set of sub-
sections that addresses the basis of Palestinian universities, including the academic
courses and the promotion for patriotism among academics and students. The paper
tackles the legal dimension as well for its important role. Legal clinics are available in
a number of universities, where legal advice and help are provided for fighting
corruption and nepotism. Finally, a public opinion to combat corruption can only be
established if the roles of the universities and the media are integrated to create a
suitable platform for a positive change.

Keywords: Palestinian Universities, Fighting Corruption, Evaluation
Study.
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